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Introduction
The salat (prayer onamaz is a duty
upon Muslims which cannot b

overemphasized. There are books

collections of hadith detailing t

h}—’
importance and benefits of prayers. Dyeprayers

to space and time constraints, we will n
be mentioning all of these in this articl
but will simply suffice by recalling the|
saying,
o 8 sloalt Aol CLW
“Prayer is the key to Paradiselhyd)
Namely, our ultimate success in th

Hereafter very much depends on the

performance of salat.

Allah has not enjoined prayers simp
as a burden upon His servants. In fact,
is a special privelege and a gift whic
was the “coolness of the eyes” of th
Prophet Muhammad:*). Furthermore,
as the title of this article reminds us
prayer is said to be theMi'rdj” of the
believers.Mi'r4j refers to the miraculous
ascension of the Prophes=) to the
heavens and his direct communion wi

Allah there, among other things. (It was

also on this journey that the five dail
prayers were made obligatory.) In th
same way, the saléat is the direct means|
communication with Allah for every
believing Muslim man and woman. It i
through this medium, not through th
medium of any intercessors as in oth
misguided religions and belief system
that a Muslim can express his praise

seeking for His mercy and forgiveness
and his requests for any type of need- be
it dini (spiritual) ordunyawi(worldly).

The attainment of the true pleasure and
purpose of salat is granted only by Allah
to whom He wills and especially to those
who strive hard to achieve it. Thus, in
order to motivate ourselves and the entire
Muslim ummah (nation) towards the
practice and upkeep of the obligatory and
superogatory prayers, we have composed
this short article summarizing the various
types of prayers that are established from
the life of the Prophet Muhammaz).
Again, due to constraints of time and
tspace, we will not mention the entire
details of the methods of saying these
in this article. For that
btinformation, one should learn from
e someone who knows, or read about them

in reliable Islamic textbooks.

May Allah grant us the felicity of
attaining the “coolness of our eyes” in
the performance of salat. May He accept
our humble prayers and forgive our
copious sins and shower us with His
pleasureAameen
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Technical Terminology

There are eight classes of injunctions
and prohibitions which apply to all deeds
"and actions of mankind. The various
types of prayers which we will be
discussing later also fall into one or
h another of these categories of rulings.
Thus, we will first review their
definitions here before continuing
farther. The eight categories are: Egrd
f2) Wajib (3) Sunnah(4) Mustahab(5)
Mubéh (6) Makrdh Tanzihi(7) Makrah
Tahrimi and (8) Har&m [Taken from
Kitaabus-Salagt

er Fard (u”J’) is a Divine Command
5, which is established by undeniable proof
to(daleel gat’). One who neglects fard
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Allah, his thanks for His favors, hidg

without valid excuse is termed fasiq



(corrupt transgressor) and is liable fq
punishment in an Islamic governmen
One who rejects &ard is not a Muslim.
There are two types dara’id: fard ‘ayn
(== 2 #) and fard kifayah (%45 2 4).
The first is a duty which is compulsor
upon every individual Muslim. The
second is a duty which is binding upo
the community as a whole- if a fey
individuals perform it, the entire
community will be absolved from its
performance. If nobody in the
community performs it, the entire
community will be sinful.

Wajib (“.""T‘J) is a Divine Command
established by a proof which is not 3
strong or direct as the previoudaleel
zann). However, the proof is strong
enough that, practically speaking, this a
is also compulsory. One who neglects
rejects such an action isfasiq but will
not be &afir (disbeliever).

Sunnah () refers to those deed

which were practiced by the Prophet

(#=) or his companions. There are alg

two levels of these: mu'akkadah
(emphasized- 534 and ghayr
mu’akkadah (less emphasized

3453 ¢ %) The first refers to an actio
which was steadfastly upheld by th
Prophet #=) or his companions and wa|
not left out without a valid reason. T
constantly neglect such an action

sinful. The second category refers

those acts which were sometimes left g
without any excuse. Although its negle
does not warrant punishment, to perfor
the sunnah ghayr mu’akkadalbrings
great reward. (Note, sometimgsnnahis

r There is no sin in neglecting such an

t. action. However, there is great reward in
engaging in it. Furthermore, thaafl
actions are the method in which one
grows closer to Allah and also will be
used to make up for any shortcomings in
the performance of the obligatory acts.

n Note, performance afafl has no benefit

v if the obligatory acts are not being
fulfilled.

Mubéah (permissible-CL"’) refers to
those actions which merit neither reward
nor punishment.

Makrdh  Tanzihi  (reprehensible-

| & °JJ£°) is that action whose
avoidance will bring reward but if it is
done, it will not be a punishable offense.
ctNote, however, that engaging constantly
Hrin makrah tanzihivill become sinful.

Makrah Tahrimi (&% °JJ§‘°) is
a prohibition established by a proof as
b strong as daleel anni, ie. one who
Pl engages in such an act or does not view it
0 as being prohibited will be a transgressor.

Haram %) is a prohibition which
is established by an undeniable proof.
One who engages in such acts will be a
fasig and one who does not regard such
an act as being forbidden will not be a
Muslim.

We will now, insha-Allah mention the
various prayers which aréard, wajib,
sunnahandmustahab

iy ¢55601 8 gLl
The Obligatory Prayers
Everyone who professes to be Muslim

niknows about the establishment of the five

S~=x00n - 70

used in a more general sense of being an¥

action which was performed by th
Prophet#,)

Mustahab (desirable*="=*) is also
known as nafl (superogatory—Jﬁ) or
mand(b(recommended-s4). It refers
to those actions which the Proph#)

and his companions (Alldh be pleased

L daily obligatory fard) prayers. The times

for these prayers have been detailed in
the Quran and Sunnah. In addition, the
Prophet #=) stressed or recommended
the performance of extra prayers around
the five daily prayers. Thus, the

Lycommonly known and recommended

with them all) occasionally performed.

routine for the daily prayers is as follows:



Fajr — 2 rak’at (units) of sunnah
mu’'akkadah 2 fard.

Zuhr — 4 sunnah mu’akkadaht fard;
2 sunnah mu’akkadal®? nafl.

‘Asr — 4 sunnah ghayr mu'akkada#d
fard.

Maghrib 3 fard;
mu’akkadah 2 nafl.

‘Ishd — 4sunnah ghayr mu’'akkada#
fard; 2 sunnah mu’akkadah2 nafl; 3
Witr (wajib); and 2nafl.

The performance of théard in the
masjid, with congregation, is extremel
emphasized for men. For women, tk
home is a better place to pray. Howeve
men should also pray some at home,
the Prophet #%) said among other
things,

£ o 0w i (2 S ) 8
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“O people! Offer (optional) prayers ir
your homes for truly, with the exceptio
of the obligatory prayers, the best pray
is that of a man’s in his own home.” [RS
1128, fromBukhariandMuslim|
The twelve rak’at (units of prayer)
which aresunnah mu’akkadahave been
established from several narrations of t
Prophet #%). For example:
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“He who observes twelvesiinnah)

2 sunnah

will have a house built for him in Jannah:
four before Zuhr and two after it; two
after Maghrib; two after ‘Isha; and two
before Fajr.” [M-1159, fromTirmidhi
andMuslim]

Among these twelve, the two before
Fajr and four before Zuhr have been
especiglly emphasized:

== PRI [P (e R PR
BIARY |8 e 5 pglal) B byl g Y

Y (Sldioly )
€  The Prophet #%) never omitted the
lfour rak'at before zuhr and the two
3Yefore the Fajr. [R-1100, froBukhari
The foursunnahrak’at after ‘Asr have
been mentioned in another hadith:
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“May Alldh have mercy upon the
person who observes fouak’at before
the ‘Asr.” [M-1170, from Ahmad,
N Tirmidhi, andAbu Dawudl
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Makrah and Forbidden Times of

Prayer

There are three times during which it is
forbidden to pray any salat at all or to
perform sajdah tilAwah (prostration
during recitation of Qur'an): at sunrise,
midday and sunset. However, if for
unavoidable reason, one is late in
performing ‘Asr, it is permissible to pray
it although it will be makrih. Thus,
Hadrat ‘Ugba ibn ‘Amir (Allah be
pleased with him) reported:

ne

rak’at in the course of a day and nigh

=
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Three were the times at while Allah’
Messenger:#) forbade us from praying
or burying our dead (ie. funeral prayer
when the sun begins to rise until it
fully up; when the sun is at its heigh
until it passes the meridian; and when t
sun begins to set until it is completel
set. [M-1040, fromMuslim]

Furthermore, besides than theuhnah
of Fajr, no othenafl should be prayed in
that time (it ismakrah. Also, no prayers
should be offered after thiard of Fajr
until after sunrise. And similarly, ng
prayers should be offered after tferd
of ‘Asr until after sunset. During thes
times, however, it is permissible to offg
gadd (makeup for missed prayers) ¢
sajdah tilawah [BZ p.10-12]

The Prophet#%) said:

1 J gy JB 2 JB (6 s s 1 5
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(4he 3d20) v it
“There is no prayer after the Fajr unt

the sun (sufficiently) rises; and there |s

no prayer after the ‘Asr until the su
completely sets.” [M-1041, agreed upon

J 5ol B 813!
Nafl Prayers During the Day and
Night
Other than the times mentioned abov
one may offer as muchafl prayers as

T

D
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one desires. During the day, one shot

e,

Id

offer nafl prayers in units of two or four.
It is makrOh to offer more than four
rak’at nafl at a time (ie. with one pair of
salaans) during the day. At night, it is
permissible to make intention for
performing up to six, or even eight,
rak'at at a time. To pray in batches
greater than eightak’at at night is also
makrih and should not be done. [BZ
p.110; KS; also itidayaH

There are severaiafl prayers which
may be offered at specific times during
the day and night, in specific quantities.
To be consistent in performing such
prayers will result in great reward. We
will discuss these various prayers in

nedetail below.

Js.'}S\ o}.l.p
Witr Prayer

The Witr prayer iswjib (compulsory).
To neglect it is a major sin and if it is
missed for some reason, it should be
made up. The Witr is to be performed
during the night, after ‘Ish& and
Tahajjud For those who are not sure that
they can wake up in the middle of the
night, they can pray it right after the
‘Ishd, and that is common nowadays.
“Witr"” means “odd”, and the number of
rak'at in the prayer is three. During the
third rak’ah also thequndtanddu’a is to
be performed. Following the Witr one
may offer two rak’at of nafl but
otherwise the Witr should be the last
prayer of the night until the Fajr. [See
RS-1133-1138]

Hadrat ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with
him) reported that Alldh’'s Messenger

| (:'-’f.) said:

B gy JB JB s il 20y o o
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“Truly Alldh is an odd number (ie.

One) and He loves what is odd in
number, so perform the Witr, O believers



of the Quran.” [M-1266, fronlirmidhi,
Abu DawudandNasa'i
During the month of Ramad, the

Witr prayer is offered in congregation

after the Tarawih, but other than that it
not permissible to perform it in
congregation.

dnazei 8 4hs

Jumu’ah Prayer

The Jumu’ah prayer is offered o
Fridays in the place of uwr. There are
several prerequisites which must be m
before the prayer can be held and
valid, including a minimum
congregationkhutbah etc. The units of
prayer for Jumu’ah are: 4sunnah
mu’akkadah (then, after th&hutbah) 2
fard, 4 sunnah mu’akkadgh2 sunnah
mu’akkadahand 2nafl.

The Prophet#%) said:

gy JB JB s i) 25 2 o
Jodd dazl oS dt o 151 25 &

(V.l.w.no\))) * Loy ) Ly
“When any one of you finishes prayin
the Jumu’ah, then prayrék’at after it.”
[M-1166, RS-1126, fronMuslim]

&\cﬁ&pﬁ\w;ﬂ\‘s&)}g&w\y
. . ki,
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It is also related that the Prophs#=)

prayed two rak'at after the Jumu’ah.
[RS-1126, agreed upon]

83laedi 8 4l

Salat-ul-Janazah(Funeral Prayer)

When a Muslim dies, it is dard
kifayah (communal obligation) upon the
community that he or she should b
buried. Before the burial, a special pray
is made for the dead person. This pray
which is offered in a different manne

than the regular prayers, is called the {_ i

Jan&zahprayer. The details of how tg

in English in various books and
pamphlets.
ookl § gho
s The Two ‘Eid Prayers

On the two days of ‘Eid, it ivdjib to
perform two rak'at of prayer after
sunrise, again in congregation and
followed by akhutbah The ‘Eid prayers
are usually held at a large prayer ground
L or field. Other than the twoak’at of the

‘Eid prayer, it is not permissible to
etperform any othernafl prayers at the
isprayer ground:

B N 0las Bl oy il o o8
s @ 8 oSy b dllapz

(o ) Loy Y 5 LS
The Prophet#=) went out on the day
of Fitr and prayed twoak’at and did not
pray anything before them or after them.
[T-522]

@j‘j‘j‘ 3}1.9
Tarawih Prayer

The Tarawih prayer is a special prayer
performed during Ramaa after ‘Isha. It
consists of 20ak’at sunnah mu’akkadah
and is preferably offered in congregation.
Usually the entire Qur'an is recited in the
course of the month. The Tar&wih is
performed in units of 2ak’at and after
every 4rak’at there is a short rest (called
“tarwthali- hence the nameTarawih
which is the plural). The Witr prayer is
also performed in congregation after the
Taréwih. Note, it is not permissible to
perform the Tarawih prayer, or any other
prayer, while reading out of a Quran-
€ doing so will break the salat.
2l The Prophet#=) said:

P gy 01 ) 280 N
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perform this prayer are readily availab
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“Whoever stands during Ranfad (for
Tarawih), with true belief and self
scrutiny will forgiven for his previous
sins.” [RS-1187, agreed upon]

-:-J_'r!__n.l':i.,.:ﬂ.l'
Tahiyyat-ul-Wud)’

After performing wudd’, one should
pray two rak’at of nafl, known as
Tahiyyat-ul-Wu@’. Several hadith havg
mentioned the blessings and benefit
doing so. For example:

JGJ'ﬁ&.‘G@';&ﬂJ _,.dLF-h'_,.g'-l._.iF-;.F-
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“There is no Muslim who performs
wud)’ and performs it well and ther

stands and offers 2 units of prayer with

devotion of heart and mind in the two @

them, except that Paradise becom
guaranteed for him” [M-288, from
Muslim|

However, it should not be performed

it is one of the makrdh or prohibited

times of salat.

NESWSLP IS
Tahiyyat-ul-Masjid
Upon entering the masjid (mosque),
is sunnahto perform 2rak’at of prayer,
as a greeting and honor towards Allg
and His house. It is best to perform the
2 rak’at before sitting down, unless it is
makrdh time. However, if one sits firs

and then afterwards performs this pray
it will be valid as well but less rewardin%

If one visits the masjid multiple times i
a day, it is enough to perforifahiyyat-
ul-masjid once. Also, if one enters thg
masjid and performs any othsunnah
nafl or fard prayers, it will suffice for the
Tahiyyat-ul-masjid

1 gy JB JB s bt 2y 3218 0
RISCTHRERTPr SN RINICE. -
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Hadrat Abu Qatadah (Allah be pleased
with him) relates that the Prophes=)
said, “When one of you enters the
masjid, he should not sit until he has
prayed two rak’at.” [RS-1144, agreed

pfupon]

S a8 o
Ishraq (Prayer After Sunrise)

After completing Fajr salat, one does
not move from one’s place and remains
there recitingdhikr, tasbih Qur'an, etc.,
avoiding participation in worldly affairs
until the sun has fully risen (at least 15
minutes after sunrise). Then, one stands
and offers two or fourak’at of nafl. This
is called Salat-ul-lshraqg The Prophet
(#=) said:

B J ey JB B ais ) oy il
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“Whoever prays Fajr with the
it congregationjaméa’af) and then sits and
remembers Allah until the sun rises and
hthen prays tworak'at, he will have the
sereward of aHajj and'Umrah.” [T-567]

31
t el gho
r, Salat-udDuha (Morning Prayer)

This prayer is also known &@haasht
namaz It is performed after the sun has
risen high in the morning, after about
one-third of the day has passed and it
lasts untilzawél One may perform 2, 4,
6, 8, 10 or 12ak’at of nafl.
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Hadrat ‘A'ishah (Allah be pleased witl]
her) was asked how much the Proph
(#=) used to pray for th®uhé prayer.
She said, “Fourak’at or he increased it
as Allah wills.” [M-1235, fromMuslim

Also, the Prophet#=) was reported as
saying:
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“Whoever prays 12ak’at for theDuha
prayer, Allah will built a golden castle
for him in Paradise.” [M-1240, from
Tirmidhi, Ibn MajaHj

&g\)‘ﬂ\ 3}1..9
Salat-ul-Awwabin(Prayer of the
Repentent)

After performing thefard and sunnah
of Maghrib, one may perform from 6 to
maximum of 20rak’at nafl. This prayer
has been called aswwabin (This name

is sometimes also applied to the morning

prayer.)
The Prophet#=) reportedly said:
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“Whoever prays, after the Maghrib, si
rak’at without talking of anything

s}

K

indecent in between them, it would b

equivalent to twelve years of worship for
him.” [M1173, fromTirmidhi]

il
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“The one who prays twentak’at after

l\Maghrib- Allah will build for him a

house in Paradise.” from

Tirmidhi]

[M-1174,

NEE(F W
Tahajjud (Night Prayer)

Of all the nafl prayers, that prayer
which is offered in the middle of the
night, known asTahajjud or Salat-ul-
Layl, is the most rewarding and
beneficial:
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“The best salat after the prescribed
(compulsory) prayers is the night prayer

(ie. tahajjud).” [RS-1165, fromMuslim]
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“There is a certain period of time in the
night during which if a Muslim prays for
anything beneficial to his life in this
world or the next, it will be granted to
him. And this time occurs every night.”
[RS-1178, fromMuslim]

There are many other narrations
mentioning thethawab (reward) that is
brought by engaging in this prayer.

The number of rak’at prayed in

e tahajjud should be between 4 and 12



rak’at. They can be performed in units d
two or fourrak’at each. It is best to wake
up in the middle of the night to perforn
the tahajjud However, if one is not surg

f “O ‘Abbas! O my dear uncle! Should |
not present you a gift? Should | not
N bestow something to you? Should | not

inform you of something greatly

that one will be able to do so, then onebeneficial? Should | not show you such

can pray fourrak'at right after the 2
sunnah mu’akkadalof ‘Ishad with the
intention @iyyah of tahajjud Although
the reward will be much less, the piod
authorities of the religion have advise
this method for those who find it difficult
to wake up later in the night. Th&itr
prayer should be offered after
tahajjud

th

c,,.d\sj.\.o
Salat-ut-Tasbih(Prayer of
Glorification)
It is related that once the Proph#=)
said to his beloved uncle, ‘Abbas ib
‘Abd-ul-Muttalib:
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an act which, if you render it, Allah will

forgive all your sins, old and new, those

committed in error and those committed
s deliberately, those small or large,
d committed in secrecy or openly? [This
act is] that you pray founak’at (Salat-ut-
Tasbih) ... (he described the method)”
After describing the details of its
performance, he said: “If possible,
perform this prayer daily. If you cannot
do that, then do it every week, or every
month. And if you cannot do that, then
perform it once a year and if you cannot
even do this, then perform it at least once
in your lifetime.” [M-1252, from Abu
Dawud Ibn Majah and Bayhaqi with
similar report inTirmidhi]

There are specific details regarding
how one is to perform this speciahfl
prayer, involving the recitation of large
quantities of tasbils (glorifications of
Allah) in parts of the prayer. We have not
included those in this article.

Regarding the authenticity of this
prgyer,Tirmidhi states,

aidiz, w R "
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“Multiple hadith have been narrated
from the Prophet #=) regarding the
Salat-ut-Tasbih Although the chains of
narrators of these are natahih the
practice of this prayer has been narrated
by (‘Abdullah) Ibn-ul-Mubarak and more

than one of the reliable people of
knowledge- [they have enjoined its

e

n

practice] and mentioned its benefits.”



Thus, the scholars have written th
although the chains of narration may I
weak, due to the number of differen
sources of narration, it is not correct f{
claim that it is an innovatiorb{d'ah) or
that it is against theunnah And Allah
knows best. [DT p. 250]
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Salat-ut-Taubah(Prayer of
Repentence)
Salat-ut-Taubahconsists of 2rak’at
nafl which should be performed after on
mistakenly commits a sin. Aftel
performing the Zak’at, one should raise
one’s hands sincerely and humblydin'a
(supplication) and repent with true an
abundant repentance. One should ha
the sincere intention of avoiding that si
in the future. It is reported from Abl
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When the Prophel#=) used to return
from a journey, he would first go to the
masjid and pray in it 2ak’at. [RS-988,
agreed upon]

3)\55".-»‘}“5}1.0
e Salat-ul-Istikharah (Prayer Seeking
Goodness and Advice)

“Istikharal’ means to seek goodness.
This prayer is a way of seeking advice

g from Allah. It consists of 2ak’at of nafl
vdo be performed when one intends to
n embark on some venture or project.
Following the prayer, one should make

Bakr, the Truthful (Allah be pleased with the supplication which is mentioned in

him) that the Prophe#%) said:
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“There is no person who commits a s
and then afterwards purifies himself ar

stands and offers prayer and se€
sincere forgiveness of Allah except th

Alldh forgives him.” [M-1248, from
Tirmidhi andlbn Majah
hadl 8 ghp
Salat-us-Safar(Prayer Before and
After Journey)

When setting out on a journey, on
should perform 2rak’at of nafl prayer
before leaving home. Also, afte
returning from the journey, it isunnah
or mustahahto first go to the masjid ang
offer 2 rak’at of prayer before going

the hadith of the Prophe#=).
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n Hadrat Jabir (Allah be pleased with
d him) reported that the Prophe¢==) used
kgto teach us [to performiptikharahin all
bt our affairs, just as he used to teach us
chapters of the Quran. He would say,
“When one of you intends a matter, he
should pray 2 superogatorsak’at of
prayer, and then say...”- he mentioned
further the supplication to be offered.
[M-1247, fromBukhari

Note, however, that one should not

© offer this type of prayer frivolously.

[ Aot 3}1..;
Salat-ul-Hajah (Prayer for Need)

When someone is in need or in

home.

difficulty, the Prophet#%=) said that the



person should performvudl’ perfectly
and completely and then perfornrék’at
of prayer. After completing that,

should praise Allah abundantly and prég
for blessings upon the Messenger

Alldh (#=). Then, he should make

fervent du'a for the fulfillment of the
need. [KS; TD p.54, fronTirmidhi and

Ibn Majah

AT, -V W
Salat-ul-Istisqé’ (Prayer for Rain)
In the event of severe drought, th
special prayer is performed.Istisq&

means to petition for water. The pray¢

consists of 2 rak’at performed in
congregation, withouadhan or igamah

The entire Muslim community should g
to the outskirts of the city, on foot an
wearing extremely simple and humbl
clothing. The imam leads the praye
loudly and then recites khutbals just as
on ‘Eid. After the khutbats, the imam

but it should be exceptionally long (eg.
SOrah Bagaraj After the salat, the

he ima&m and the followers should engage in

1y makingdu’a until the eclipse disappears.
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“When there was a solar eclipse during

the time of the Prophe#=), he prayed
and the people prayed with him (in

)
e
r

faces the Qiblah, raises his hands andcongregation). He stood for a long time,

petitions Allah for rain. All those presen
also make du’d. This procedure is
repeated for three consecutive days. T
complete details of how the Prophs#+=)

performed this type of prayer are to K

found in the books of hadith and figh.

See, for example, [M-1410-1424; T-54(
543; KS; BZ]

According to Imam Abu Hanifah therg
is nosunnahprayer specifically for rain,
only supplication. However, the ruling i
upon that of his students, Abu Yusuf an
Muhammad, on this point who ruled tha
it is indeed supported by the variol
traditions. Imam Shafi'i and Imam Malik
also support it.Al-Hadis v.3. p.500]

J}wﬁd\ 9 J}.-g\ 3}\.&
Salat-ul-Kusdfand Khusaf
At the time of a solar eclips&ys(j, 2
rak’at of prayer aresunnah This prayer
should be offered in congregation, led K
the imam of Jumu’ah or the ruler or hi
deputy. The recitation is done inaudib

t for example, to recite th®ldrah Bagarah
and then performed a lon@k{’. [The
hehadith goes on to describe how he also
made therukd’ and sujdd very long.]

e When he finished the prayer, the sun had
come out again and he said, “Truly the
- sun and moon are two signs from the
signs of Allah- they do not eclipse due to
» the death or birth of any person (this was
a superstition at the time). So, when you
5 witness them, remember Allah (during
dthem).” [M1396, agreed upon]
it At the time of a lunar eclipsé&i{usay
sit is also sunnahto offer 2 rak’at of
lengthy prayer. However, it is netinnah
to offer this in congregation or in the
masjid. It should be done at home. [BZ;
KS, as inHidayah

< )8 gl
Salat-ul-Khauf
y Atthe time of great feakhau due to
s an enemy, disasters or other calamities,
y two or morerak'at of prayer should be

offered. [KS]



If the Muslims are faced with an
enemy, there there are special procedu
for praying in two groups, or praying
while riding on an animal, etc. Thes
situations have been described in t
hadith. [See M1336-1341. Also BZ an
Hidayah

a30 oy
Qundt Nazilah

This is adu’a which is recited when
some portion of the Muslim community
or nation is afflicted with calamity or
disaster. This supplication is recited on
in Fajr salat after coming up from th
rukd’ in the secondak’at. One remains
in the gaumah (standing) position with
hands at the sides and recites
appropriate supplication. [KS p.97; D7
p.166-171] Note, whereagun(t nézilah
is offered audibly after theukd’, the
qundt in Witr is offered quietly before
therukd’ of the thirdrak’ah.

For example, Hadrat Anas (Allah b
pleased with him) reported that,
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The Prophet #%) had sent seventy
reciters of the Qur'an (to a tribe of th
desert Arabs for their education) and th
were killed treacherously. So th
Messenger of Allah #=) performed
qgunat after the rukd’ for a month,
invoking curses upon them. [M-1289
agreed upon]

Jelh 35k
Salat-ul-Qatl

When a Muslim is about to be killed, i
is mustahabfor him to offer 2rak’at of
salat and makedu'a to Allah for

a)

an

e

forgiveness. This is so that this prayer

resvill be his last action in the world.

Once the Messenger of Allak#=)

E sent a group of his companions to a
Necertain place in order to teach the Quran.
d On the way, they were captured by the

disbelievers of Makkah. All of them were
killed on the spot, except for Hadrat
Khubayb (Allah be pleased with him).
They took him to Makkah in a great
procession and executed him with pomp
and ceremony. When he was about to be
martyred, he asked permission to offer 2
y rak’at of prayer. From that time, the
offering of this salat becameaustahab
[BZ p. 177]

PP CIERE M
Sajdah Tilawah(Prostration of

Recitation)
There are fourteen places in the Qur'an
wherein one commonly finds the word
“sajdali written on the margin. Upon
reciting one of these verses, or hearing it
recited, it becomew4jib (compulsory) to
perform a singlesajdah One should
stand and sayAllahu akbar without
raising the hands and then perform a
singlesajdah After that, one sayAallahu
akbar again and stands or goes into the
sitting position. This completes the
sajdah tilawah If one is in prayer and
recites one of these verses, one must
perform the singlesajdah right away.
(BZ]

The companions narrate that, “the
eYProphet #%) used to recite Qur'an to us
e and when he came to theajdah he

would sayAllahu akbarand perform the

prostration, and we would do along with
» him.” [M-1031, fromAbu Dawud

Jg.ﬁ\ S o
Sajdah ash-Shuki(Prostration of
Thankfulness)
To perform a prostration on receipt of
good news issunnahaccording to some

a)

t

scholars, like Imam Shafi'i. However,



Ima&m Abu Hanifah and Imam Malik hold
it to be makrih (reprehensible). Al-
Hadis v.3. p.498]
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Prayers During Rajab and Sha’ban
and the Nights of ‘Eid
Imam Ghazzali mentions in his book
al-lhy4, the performance of certaimafl
prayers in the month of Rajab.
Also, he mentions extra prayer durin
the night of the fifteenth of Sha’ban

about which other scholars have also

indicated its desireability. However, on
should stay away from actions which a
innovations during these special nigh

and stick to that which is from the

sunnah The Prophet#=) said:
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“When the middle night of the month o
Sha’ban arrives, then stand during it
prayer and fast during its day (ie. th
fifteenth). For truly, Alldh descendd
(figuratively speaking) in this night a
Maghrib time to the lowest heaven ar
says, ‘Is there anyone seekin
forgiveness that | may forgive him? |
there anyone seeking provision that
may provide him? Is there any sinful on
that | may forgive him,” and so on unti
the beginning of Fajr.” Ipbn MajaH
Various other similar narrations can H
found describing the virtues of this night

Several narrations also indicate tk
virtue of staying awake in worship on th
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“Whoever stands (in prayer) on the
nights of the two ‘Eids, with self-
examination, his heart will not be dead
on the Day when the hearts will die.”
' [Ibn Majah, Tabarani

Conclusion
9 An important point to remember, when
' _one decides to engage nawafil prayers
or other forms of worship is that one
should only begin that which he or she
can reasonably handle. It is not part of
Islam to put excessive burden on oneself
and in fact, this can lead to despair when
one is not able to fulfill all that one has
intended to do. Thus, it is more important
to be sincere and consistent on a given
amount of worship, even if it is small,
and then increase it slowly if one feels
the strength to do more. On more than
one occasion, the Prophe#=) spoke
disapprovingly of people who began
offering some form of nafl prayers
regularly and then later on gave it up.
Furthermore, it is related from Hadrat
f ‘Aishah (Allah be pleased with her) that:

N gy JUCIB g i) ooy ke 8
)y aile
O g lgagdtdit J1 Jlesti ot : ;%%dm

(ke G « JB
“The most beloved actions to Allah are
the most consistent, even if they are
I small.” [M-1242, agreed upon]
e

e
e
Is

]

d
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nights before ‘Eid. For example,
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Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Allah be please
with him) relates that the Prophes)
said: “The practicing of the religion ig
easy and nobody indulges in extremes
matters of faith except that it will
overwhelm him; So be moderate, ar
practice in proportion to your capacity

and have good cheer and seek Allai's

help [through extra prayers] in th
morning, evening and part of the night
[RS-145, from Bukhar] In another
version: “Be  moderate, practic
according to your capacity and [offe
extra prayers] sometimes during the da
evening and part of the night. The midd
course! The middle course! And you wi
reach [your goal].”

errors are a result of our shortcomings
and the evil of theshaytan And the last
of our prayers is that, “All praise is for
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.”
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Also, as mentioned earlier, one shou
make sure that he or she is practici
upon the compulsory and emphasiz
sunnah prayers before engagin
overmuch in superogatory worshif
When one does not fulfill the rights o
Allah which are due to Him through th
obligatory prayers, then there is n
benefit innafl. And Allah knows best.

In conclusion, we have summarized
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here but can be found in any reliab
Islamic textbook.
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